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An experiential  and contemplative approach where
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natural  world around them by connecting to and
becoming aware of God’s Creation and discovering

together how to act with love,  care and
responsible,  compassionate action within it .  
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I would like to introduce this children’s resource with some words about our human ability
to learn from Creation, as presented in the book, Earthwise by Calvin de Witt. These words
form the basis for the motivation to produce this resource for children. They speak deep
into my heart and I hope to yours also as we journey with children to connect with God
through God's world and God's works. I wish you joy and peace in this endeavour.

In his book, Earthwise, Calvin de Witt states:
“God endowed human beings with the ability to learn from creation. The precious gift of being
able to learn from the “beautiful book” of nature gives us the ability to observe, behold,
investigate, and record in our mind’s eye what we see, feel, hear, and smell. The images and
ideas that then take shape in our minds help us plan and do our work in this world to the glory
of our Creator. The learning we gain is also continually tested against our experience. We learn
from our mistakes, learn from others whose observations and experiments we trust, and revise
our models of the world to better represent the reality of the creation we live in.” (Earthwise
page 36)

Colossians 1:15-20 reminds us to be like-minded with Jesus Christ, who reconciles all
creation to it’s Creator.

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things in heaven
and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers
or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. He himself is before all
things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church; he is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything.
For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to
reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the
blood of his cross. (NRSV)

De Witt concludes the chapter with this challenge to us all:
“The Creator, in providing for all people, has given us minds and the capacity for mindful
nurture of worldviews that allow us to image how the world works, to understand our place in it,
and to act on our understanding in wisdom. We have been given the gift of being able to know
God from his created world and from his Word, and to act on that knowledge to care for each
other and for all creation. This provision allows us to adopt the mind of Christ, learning from the
book of God’s world and the book of God’s works, to safeguard the integrity of creation and
sustain and renew the life of the earth, in harmony with God’s love for the world.” (Earthwise
page 38)

Elke Keeling
In partnership with A Rocha Aotearoa New Zealand
for the Eco Church NZ project.

INTRODUCTION
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(1) CREATION CONNECTION for Children
Creation Connection is about introducing children to creation care. Connecting children to
creation is a good starting point to get children engaging with creation care and other
environmental themes or actions.

The resource consists of five sessions. 
Sessions 1-4 are for the children and their families.
Session 5 is an intergenerational celebration to conclude the resource, to share stories
with your community and begin some Creation Care projects.
The resource is designed to be flexible for a variety of contexts and can be used for
example for a Sunday School Children’s Programme, a midweek Creation Connection
Club or a five-day Holiday Programme.

(2) Home Connection
The home is a place where much is practiced and parents are encouraged to get involved
with the ongoing learning in this resource. This resource has suggestions for ongoing
learning and engagement at home.

(3) Link to other A Rocha resources or projects
While children are exploring creation care by connecting with creation, adults could
explore the “Rich Living” series” or have intergenerational engagement on creation care
themes. However the resource can also stand alone. This resource is particularly suited to  
church communities already involved in Eco Church NZ.

ABOUT CREATION CONNECTION FOR CHILDREN
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The Rich Living series

https://www.arocha.org.nz/resources/rich-living-series/
https://arocha.org.nz/rich-living-series/
https://www.ecochurch.org.nz/


(4) Building a Circle of Trust for Experience and Discovery
This resource uses a process that engages the child as an individual while at the same time
building a circle of trust where children can discover new things, examine old things, ask
questions, express their fears and doubts and discover new meaning for their lives
together with a community of other people. You will discover in notes for each session,
suggestions of how to build a circle of trust and engage children in open-ended wondering
together.

(5) Principles of Creation Stewardship
This resource is based upon Principles of Stewardship as laid out in “The Evangelical
Declaration on the Care of Creation”:

We must keep the creation as God keeps us.
We must be disciples of the Last Adam, not of the First Adam.
We must not press creation relentlessly, but must provide for its Sabbath rest.
We may enjoy, but not destroy, the grace of God’s good creation.
We must seek first the kingdom, not self-interest.
We must seek contentment as our great gain.
We must not fail to act on what we know is right.

(from R. J. Berry , The Care of Creation, 2000, Chapter 4)

(6) Biblical Perspectives related to Creation Care
God communicates to us through God's Creation and God's Word. Therefore we need to
pay attention to both these sources of wisdom as we engage children in nature to learn
how to love it and care for it. The creation story in the Bible is used with an emphasis on
the goodness of creation as a gift that needs to be cared for. Principles of living a
sustainable life rooted in love is the focus when using the biblical text as an inspiration to
do good and live life to the fullest. As we live a life of faith that is expressed in our love for
each other as well as our love and care for the environment, we have hope that together
we can all make a positive difference.

Some key Bible passages: 
Genesis 1 (Creation is good and we are created in God’s image and need to be good
stewards of creation – in other words: Creation is a gift that should be cared for.)
John 1:1-6 (Jesus was present in creation and now fulfils it. Presence of the Trinity in all
creation.)
Psalm 104 (The magnificence of creation.)
John 13: 34 and 25 (Jesus commands us to love one another. We show this love by how
we take care of creation which we all need to provide food and livelihoods for us all.
Social justice focus.)
Matthew 6:25-34 (Do not worry, God looks after creation and will provide you with all
you need. Simple living, focus on God’s kingdom)
Colossians 1:15-20 (We need to be like-minded with Christ. Christ is with all creation
from beginning to end)

PAGE  4R. J. Berry (ed.) (2000) The Care of Creation – Focusing Concern and Action. IVP.



(7) Engaging the BIBLE and SCIENCE in the 21st century
It is important to make clear my biblical approach in this resource for children. I recently
heard a presentation from Sarah Beattie at Auckland University called: Finding meaning in
Scripture and Science. Her hermeneutic approach was very compelling and I have tried to
use it for this resource as it seems useful for dealing with Creation in the 21st century
context. She describes a method of interpretation of Biblical text as: “A hermeneutic of
radical departure from the familiar, exploring imaginative alternatives to extend the boundaries
of the thinkable.” (Sarah Beattie, Finding Meaning in Scripture and Science, 2020 Winter
Lecture series)

This approach helps us to engage the Bible and Science in a productive manner in a 21st
century context. Children have access to so much information about the world we live in
and need to make sense of it all through experience, discovery, exploration and
imaginations, extending their knowledge of science as well as the biblical stories to make
meaning for themselves in this context. Scientific discoveries can help us to stand in
wonder and awe as we discover new and wondrous things about our world, leading us to
awe and respect for the Creator. The biblical narratives, particularly the teaching of Jesus,
can help us discover what is important if we want to lead loving, compassionate lives within
the limits of our worldly resources.

Above all we have hope, because the depth of creation gives us hope for the future. As
Nicola Hoggard-Creegan (2018, p3) puts it:  “The depths of nature funds and undergirds
our stories of hope, because in nature we intuit the deeper hidden ultimate concern and
love of the divine.”
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(1) CREATION CONNECTION as a part of spiritual formation
Children are born into this world with an innate sense of connection with the spiritual.
Rebecca Nye (2009) identified this INNATE ability as ‘relational consciousness’ and explains
that it includes how children relate to themselves, others, the world and something bigger
than themselves that is transcendent, like God. We need all these four aspects to become
whole human beings, able to act with love, grace and good ethics in our world. The love
and care of creation is part of this holistic development for our children.

The way we therefore relate to our natural world is an important part of healthy spiritual
nurture and growth. When we live simple, honest lives in gratitude to our Creator, we
become human beings that can live abundant lives alongside all other human beings AND
all of nature, without having to degrade the earth. Humans are designed to be in deep
connected relationship with all of creation and to live lives of faith expressed in love that
reflects the love of the Creator.

(2) SPIRITUAL PRACTICES to connect to Creation
To care for creation, we need to notice creation. To discover God through God's Creation,
we need to learn how to notice God’s action and presence in our lives and in the world
around us. Living a life of faith expressed in love therefore means that we will use
contemplative practices for personal examination and awareness, as well as action
practices to make a tangible positive difference in our world. Some practices are suggested
in the sessions. 

(3) Characteristics of the FACILITATORS for these sessions
To facilitate an experiential learning and growing environment requires careful preparation
of and by facilitators. They should be people who:

are spiritually aware themselves 
have a high respect for the innate spirituality of children
are spiritual facilitators or guides for the children rather than teachers
are respectful of children’s spirituality and willing to learn with the children as well as
the children learning from them.
have a genuine love and interest in creation and can model their care for it.

(4) Access to a natural outdoor environment
This resource will require you to have a natural environment available to explore. Some
options are also offered to bring the natural environment into a classroom space. Exercises
are included to help children notice their surroundings. You can also use other experiences
like family camps or outings to take the children into natural environments.

SPIRITUALITY AND HOW IT CONNECTS TO CREATION
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This resource uses an experiential and contemplative approach where children connect to
God, each other and the natural world around them by connecting to and becoming aware
of God’s Creation and discovering together how to act with love, care and responsible,
compassionate action within it. 

We aim to give children experiences in nature where they notice the world around them,
connect to it and learn to care for it. Through connection to nature, children notice the
Creator at work in every detail and connect to God and each other through their
experiences. We thus follow a cycle of Ecology, Theology and Contemplative Action to help
children experience, learn and make meaning that leads to thoughtful action.

The resource uses this cycle of approach:
CONNECTING to what is happening in creation, learning to notice, and connecting to
each other.

1.

Developing AWARENESS of the intricacies of nature and the creative God who made it.
Noticing what creation says about the character and nature of God and how biblical
perspectives support care of creation and love of the other.

2.

RESEARCHING environmental projects in their context and discovering sustainable
practices for their lives.

3.

EXPERIENCING the joy of making a positive difference to the environment around them,
individually, in their families and in their communities.

4.

ELEMENTS IN THE RESOURCE
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CONNECTION
Connection to nature experience.
Connect with people who care for nature.
Connect to God in nature.

AWARENESS
Developing awareness of the intricacies of
nature.
Noticing what creation says about God.
Awareness of how biblical perspectives
support care of creation and love of the other.

EXPERIENCE
Experience the joy of making a positive
difference.
Enjoy the experience with others.
Experience gratitude for creation and give
thanks.

RESEARCH
Research things you can do to care for
creation and live sustainable lifestyles.



INTRODUCTION TO
CREATION CARE  

Ch i l d ren  w i l l  b e :  L ea rn i ng  to  not i ce  c reat i on ,
exp l o r i ng  c reat i on ,  ca r i ng  fo r  a  p i ece  of  c reat i on ,
connect i ng  to  the  C reator  i n  C reat i on ,  d i s cove r i ng
the  cha l l enges  fac i ng  C reat i on ,  s how ing  g rat i tude

for  C reat i on .

Sess i on  1 :  
C reat i on  Awareness  -
Not i c i ng  the  C reator ’ s  works

Ses s i on  2 :  
Cha l l enges  -  Fac i ng  the  r ea l i ty  o f  the
degradat i on  of  our  ea r th  and  our  pa r t  i n  i t

Ses s i on  4 :
G rat i tude  and  Joy  –  G i v i ng  thanks  to  God  and
te l l i ng  our  C reat i on  Ca re  /  Connect i on  s to r i e s

Ses s i on  3 :  
The  G i f t  o f  C reat i on  and  our
re spons i b i l i t y  to  take  ca re  o f  i t

Ses s i on  5 :
I n te rgenerat i ona l  Commun i ty
Ce l eb rat i on
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CREATION AWARENESS - NOTICING THE
CREATOR’S WORKS

SESS ION  1

Bu i l d  connect i on  w i th  the  g roup :
I n t roduc ing  each  othe r  by  name  and  sha r i ng  favour i t e  pa r t s  o f
nature .
P ray  w i th  the  ch i l d r en .
G i v e  ch i l d r en  t ime  to  pe r sona l i s e  the i r  j ourna l s  w i th  the i r  name
and  wr i t e  down  the i r  favour i t e  pa r t s  o f  nature .

CONNECTION

AWARENESS

RESEARCH

EXPERIENCE

HOME
CONNECTION

Not i ce  what  happens  i n  nature
5+  senses  not i c i ng :  See ,  Hea r ,  Sme l l ,  Ta ste ,  Touch  +  Sp i r i tua l
s ense/fee l i ng
Ta l k  about  where  you  fee l  most  connected  to  nature
S i t  qu i e t l y  and  l i s t en  to  someone  r ead ing  P sa lm  104
What  does  nature  te l l  you  about  the  C reator
D i sp l ay  Poste r :  “ C reat i on  speaks  o f  the  C reator ”

G i ve  the  ch i l d r en  the  g i f t  o f  a  t ree .
Not i ce  your  t ree .  Note  down  i n  your  journa l  what  you  not i ced .
Re sea rch  the  l i f ecyc l e  o f  your  t ree  and  how best  to  ca re  fo r  i t .
S to r i e s  o f  how peop l e  have  g rown  a  fo rest  o f  t rees .

The  ch i l d r en  have  r e spons i b i l i t y  fo r  the i r  t r ees  and  become  aware
of  what  i t  takes  to  ca re  fo r  someth ing  f rom nature .
G rat i tude :  G i v e  thanks  fo r  your  t ree  and  anyth i ng  e l s e  i n  nature .

Ch i l d r en  take  the i r  t r ee  home  to  show to  the i r  whānau .
Ch i l d r en  journa l  the i r  obse rvat i ons  o f  the i r  t r ee  and  how they  take
care  of  i t .
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A l l  s e s s i ons  w i l l  r equ i r e :
I n te rnet  access  to  access  v i deos  and  webs i t e s  fo r  l e a rn i ng  and  r e sea rch .
A  l a rge r  sc reen  may  be  he l p fu l  t o  watch  the  v i deos  together .
Good  speake r s  to  l i s t en  to  mus i c  o r  hea r  aud i o  c l ea r l y .
B i b l e s  to  r ead  B i b l e  pas sages .
C reat i ve  a r t  mater i a l s  e . g .  marke r s ,  f e l t  pens ,  pa i n t ,  c l ay ,  natura l  mater i a l s ,
e tc .

Add i t i ona l  p reparat i ons  fo r  th i s  un i t :
A  nat i ve  t ree/p l ant  ( one  pe r  ch i l d )  that  ch i l d r en  can  ca re  fo r  and  t ransport
eas i l y .
I f  j ourna l s  a re  u sed ,  p rov i de  journa l s  fo r  ch i l d r en  o r  r equest  them to  b r i ng
the i r  own .
D i sp l ay  Poste r :  P r epare  a  l a rge  p i ece  of  r ecyc l ed  paper  o r  ca rdboard  fo r  a
d i sp l ay  board  of  nature  d i s cove r i e s .  Add  an  appropr i a te  head ing  e . g .  “ C reat i on
speaks  o f  the  C reator ” .
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CONNECTION
Group Connection:
Build the group – connect with each participant by name. Take time to introduce each person
in the group and ask them to introduce themselves: I wonder… Where does your name come
from? What is your favourite part of nature?
Pray for the children by name and ask God to birth gratitude and care for Creation in
everyone.
Hand out journals. Allow time for children to personalise their journals with their name
(Use journals to write your name and your favourite parts of nature)

AWARENESS
Creation tells us lots about God, because he made all of nature.
Spend time noticing Nature: Find a space in nature and take time to explore and notice nature.
Help the children to connect what they notice in nature to what might tell them about God.
Help children to read the Bible Psalm and see how it speaks about nature.

Spend time in nature and encourage the children to notice things in nature. 5+ Senses
Noticing: Look for 5 things you See, Hear, Smell, Taste, Touch, +Spiritual Sense: What do
you feel?

1.

Discuss with the children what they noticed in nature. Write or draw in your journal. Where
do you feel most connected to nature?

2.

Read Psalm 104  to the children while they sit quietly3.
Discuss: What does the Bible passage say about the creator? What nature things in this
passage are found in New Zealand?

4.

Group Poster: Put a poster in your space. Ask children to bring parts of nature to stick on,
or write or draw and stick on to create a collage poster of things in nature that they like.
Add a title like: “Creation speaks of the Creator”

5.

RESEARCH
Gather children and give each one a young kowhai tree in a container. Explain to them that
this is a gift for them, that they now need to care for.
What do the children notice about their tree? (Shape? Colour? Leaves, bugs, soil,etc.)
Brainstorm with the children how to care for a young tree. (Water, Sunshine, etc.)
Tell the children that these trees need to be nurtured so that they can be planted outside in a
few weeks, as part of the community celebration. (or wherever you have decided to plant  the
trees)
Children can read in their journals (and look on the internet) tips of how to care for the trees.

CREATION AWARENESS - NOTICING THE
CREATOR’S WORKS

SESS ION  1 :  ADD IT IONAL  NOTES  &  I D EAS
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STORIES:
Read the story about a lady who grew hundreds of kowhai trees at her house.
Extra story on video: Good Sorts: The Hamiltonian on a one-man mission to supply NZ with
thousands of native trees.

EXPERIENCE
From the above experience of connection, awareness and research, children experience some
or all of the following:

Children spend time noticing nature, what they like about it, and what it shows them about
God, the Creator.
The children have responsibility for their trees and become aware of what it takes to care
for something from nature.

These experiences lead to awareness and gratitude: Lead the children in prayer and time
before God to give thanks:
Give thanks for your tree and anything else in nature. Give thanks to God for how he cares for
nature and for us and our needs. Give thanks that we are able to care for things in nature.
Give thanks that we can enjoy nature, etc.

HOME CONNECTION
Children take their tree home to show to their whānau and get support for the care of the
tree.
Children journal their observations of their tree and how they take care of it.
Note to parents / caregivers with information about the tree and what is expected of the
children and their parents (This will be different for every group, depending on context and
parent expectations).

EXAMPLE:
Dear Parents,
Today your child was involved in experiences to help them become more aware of Creation and the
Creator. They will be bringing home a journal to show you what they learnt and explored in nature,
as well as finding out facts on the internet. You can show an interest by asking them about it: I
wonder what you liked about what you explored, I wonder what was important for you?

Please help your child to keep the journal safe and bring it back to [……………….your programme
name] next time you come.

Your child has been given a gift of a young tree. We have asked them to care for the tree so that we
can plant it in our [e.g. community garden] once it is big enough. They have instructions on how to
care for it in their journals. Please support your child with this task.

Thank you for your support as we encourage your child to be aware of Creation and to care for it.

SESS ION  1 :  ADD IT IONAL  NOTES  &  I D EAS
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CHALLENGES - FACING THE REALITY OF THE
DEGRADATION OF OUR EARTH AND OUR PART IN IT

 S ESS ION  2

Bu i l d  g roup  connect i on .
F eedback  on  t ree  ca re  p roject  –  successes  and  cha l l enges .

Read  Matthew 6 : 25-34 :  A sk  wonder i ng  quest i ons .
L i s ten  to  a  song :  I f  the  F i e l d s  a re  Pa rched  ( Resound  Worsh i p ) .  How do
the  words  of  th i s  s ong  make  you  fee l ?

What  can  we  do  to  he l p  save  the  p l anet :
WWF V i deo  –  How to  Save  Our  P l anet .  Wonder  about  th i s  v i deo
together .
D i s cove r  our  ea r th  footpr i n t .
E xp l o re  what  you  can  do  to  r educe  your  impact  on  th i s  ea r th .

P rayer  o f  confes s i on  and  fo rg i veness .
G rat i tude  and  p rayer  fo r  r e sources  we  have  and  r equest  fo r  he l p
to  ca re  fo r  c reat i on .

D i s cove r  your  fam i l y ' s  ea r th  footpr i n t .
Ta l k  about  how your  fam i l y  cou l d  r educe  the i r  footpr i n t .
Set  some  rea l i s t i c  goa l s  and  how you  w i l l  a ch i eve  them .

CONNECTION

AWARENESS

RESEARCH

EXPERIENCE

HOME
CONNECTION
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PREPARATIONS FOR SESSION 2

A l l  s e s s i ons  w i l l  r equ i r e :
I n te rnet  access  to  access  v i deos  and  webs i t e s  fo r  l e a rn i ng  and  r e sea rch .
A  l a rge r  sc reen  may  be  he l p fu l  t o  watch  the  v i deos  together .
Good  speake r s  to  l i s t en  to  mus i c  o r  hea r  aud i o  c l ea r l y .
B i b l e s  to  r ead  B i b l e  pas sages .
C reat i ve  a r t  mater i a l s  e . g .  marke r s ,  f e l t  pens ,  pa i n t ,  c l ay ,  natura l  mater i a l s ,
e tc .

Add i t i ona l  p reparat i ons  fo r  th i s  un i t :
Ch i l d r en ' s  journa l s :  To  r eport  and  r ecord  the i r  f i nd i ngs .
T IME  i s  needed  so  that  ch i l d r en  can  p rocess  th i s  ha rd  i n fo rmat i on  and  a sk  any
quest i ons .  Your  conver sat i ons  shou l d  he l p  ch i l d r en  to  i n tegrate  the
cha l l enges  w i th  the  pos s i b i l i t i e s  to  make  a  d i f fe rence .  I n  o the r  words  he l p
them to  f i gu re  th i ngs  out  themse l ve s  r athe r  than  te l l i ng  them what  to  do .
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CONNECTION
Group Connection: Welcome children by name. 
Share news from their caring for a tree project. What have been the good things, what have
been the challenging things.
Note: Treat all news as feedback that we can learn from. E.g. if a tree is thriving, what does that
tell us? If a tree is not growing well, what do we learn from that? It is important to emphasize
the process of caring rather than whether or not the plant thrives. Challenges might also be
faced because some of the ability to care for a tree is outside of the children’s control.

AWARENESS
Read together Matthew 6:25-34
Wondering: I wonder what you liked about what Jesus said? I wonder what you think is
important? I wonder what Jesus could be saying to you?
How do you feel when it becomes hard to look after your tree?
How do you feel when you hear what Jesus says about how God cares for creation?
God wants us to live simply, trusting him each day for our needs. This means we use only what
we really need and take care of everything we have. What happens when we do not care for
the Creation?

Let’s listen to a song to help hear what will happen to the earth if we do not care for it.
Resound Worship lyrics: If the Fields are Parched | Lyrics music video
Wondering: I wonder how this song made you feel? I wonder which part of the earth you care
for the most?
It can be quite hard listening to things about how the earth is suffering, but there are things we
can do to help the earth become a healthier place for all of us.

RESEARCH
Let’s look at a video about the state of the earth and some ideas of what we can do: WWF
video: How to Save Our Planet – David Attenborough
Wondering: I wonder what you liked? I wonder what you think is important? I wonder what
could be taken out? I wonder what has been left out and should be added?
We are only individuals but together we have a great impact on our earth. Science tells us that
we use more resources from the earth than we should and so they are running out and
causing damage. 
Let’s measure our footprint and see what we contribute and also what we contribute as a
country to Earth Overshoot Day. Research ideas that will improve this measure for us and our
country.

CHALLENGES - FACING THE REALITY OF THE
DEGRADATION OF OUR EARTH AND OUR PART IN IT

SESS ION  2 :  ADD IT IONAL  NOTES  &  I D EAS
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https://www.overshootday.org/about/


SESS ION  2 :  ADD IT IONAL  NOTES  &  I D EAS

Global Footprint Calculator: https://www.footprintcalculator.org/
Have each child calculate their footprint. Compare their score to the New Zealand data on this
website. Children record their footprint in their journals to compare later to see if there is an
improvement.
Where do you think you can make personal lifestyle changes that would improve your earth
overshoot day?
It is up to you and the age of your children with how detailed you get using this footprint tool.
There is a lot of information on the website.

(Note: It is up to you and the age of your children with how detailed you get using this footprint
tool. There is a lot of information on the website. Another option: A New Zealand website for
Living Lightly is also available. This is focused on saving energy but also useful with lots of
practical resources for projects.)

EXPERIENCE
From the above experience of connection, awareness and research, children experience some
or all of the following:

Children realise that the earth is suffering degradation.
Children discover how their lifestyle might be contributing to this degradation.
Children begin to think about ways to improve their earth footprint and Earth Overshoot
Day and find hope in being able to act in more sustainable ways.

Prayer: These experiences might lead to a realisation that we have not cared for the earth as
we should. We can ask God for help and mercy as we try to improve our care for the earth,
one day at a time, one step at a time. We can ask God for forgiveness where we have used the
earth’s resources wastefully. We give thanks to God that he cares for creation and helps us to
also care for it.

HOME CONNECTION
Children continue to journal their observations of their tree and how they take care of it.
Children record their Global Footprint results in their journals.
Families do a Global Footprint calculation for their family and home and the family can begin to
reduce their footprint and overshoot day scores.
Children and their family set some goals to improve footprint: e.g. reduce waste, reduce
plastic, watch video clips on what NZ people are doing and take tips from them. See Better
Ancestors for videos on a variety of topics.
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THE GIFT OF CREATION AND OUR RESPONSIBILITY
TO TAKE CARE OF IT

SESS ION  3

Bu i l d  g roup  connect i on .  
Sha re  how you  a re  do i ng  w i th  ca r i ng  fo r  your  t ree .
Share  i deas  fo r  r educ ing  your  ea r th  footpr i n t .

Hea r  a  med i tat i on  on  the  C reat i on  s to ry  a s  g i f t  and  r e spond  (Genes i s
1 : 1 -3 1  –  God l y  P l ay  med i tat i on ) .
L i s ten  to  a  song  about  C reat i on  and  r e spond  i n  c reat i ve  o r  qu i e t
ways .

Some  re sea rch  opt i ons :
L ea rn i ngs  about  ca r i ng  fo r  the i r  t r ees .
The  c reat i on  s to ry  to l d  d i f fe rent l y .
E xp l o r i ng  cha l l enges  and  w ins  w i th  fam i l y  goa l s  to  r educe  the i r
footpr i n t .
Hea r/watch/read  s to r i e s  about  what  othe r  peop l e  a re  do i ng  to
encourage  you .

When  you  not i ce  that  your  act i ons  makes  a  d i f fe rence  e . g .
dec reas i ng  your  waste ,  how do  you  fee l ?
Share  your  fam i l y  s to r i e s .
G rat i tude  p rayer s .

Keep  on  nurtur i ng  your  t rees .
Keep  on  w i th  your  susta i nab i l i t y  goa l s  a s  a  fam i l y  and  ensure
ch i l d ren  a re  i nc l uded  i n  th i s  work .

CONNECTION

AWARENESS

RESEARCH

EXPERIENCE

HOME
CONNECTION
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PREPARATIONS FOR SESSION 3

A l l  s e s s i ons  w i l l  r equ i r e :
I n te rnet  access  to  access  v i deos  and  webs i t e s  fo r  l e a rn i ng  and  r e sea rch .
A  l a rge r  sc reen  may  be  he l p fu l  t o  watch  the  v i deos  together .
Good  speake r s  to  l i s t en  to  mus i c  o r  hea r  aud i o  c l ea r l y .
B i b l e s  to  r ead  B i b l e  pas sages .
C reat i ve  a r t  mater i a l s  e . g .  marke r s ,  f e l t  pens ,  pa i n t ,  c l ay ,  natura l  mater i a l s ,
e tc .

Add i t i ona l  p reparat i ons  fo r  th i s  un i t :
Ch i l d r en ' s  journa l s :  To  r eport  and  r ecord  the i r  f i nd i ngs .  
God l y  P l ay  C reat i on  Sto ry  sc r i p t  f rom 'The  Comp l e te  Gu i de  to  God l y  P l ay
Vo lume  2 '  by  Je rome  Be r ryman  (ava i l ab l e  f rom
https : //sto re . god l yp l ayfoundat i on . o rg/products/vo l -2- l e s son-5-creat i on-
down load ) .  To  f i nd  out  more  about  the  mater i a l ,  contact  God l y  P l ay  NZ
tra i ne r ,  E l k e  Kee l i ng  a t  kee l i nge l ke@gma i l . c om .
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https://store.godlyplayfoundation.org/products/vol-2-lesson-5-creation-download
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CONNECTION
Group Connection: Welcome children by name. 
Share news from their caring for a tree project. What have been the good things, what have
been the challenging things. Treat all news as feedback that we can learn from. 
Share news about their ecological footprint and what they think about their score or their
family score? Treat all news as feedback that we can learn from.

AWARENESS
Experience Genesis 1 as a story about God’s gift of Creation, Godly Play style: Gather the
children into a circle, sitting on the floor and tell the story of Creation from Genesis 1 using the
Godly Play style and then guide the children in their wondering. See this video for a
demonstration.

NOTE: Use this story in the style presented, so that children can be engaged in open wondering
about Creation, including the biblical account, what they have heard elsewhere e.g. Māori creation
stories and anything they have discovered about the science of creation e.g. biology, zoology,
paleontology, etc. By doing this we empower the children to integrate their scientific knowledge
about the natural world and the biblical stories of creation.

Allow children to wonder about Creation and how to care for this good gift they have been
given. Welcome all contributions by children. You do not have to have answers to their
wondering. Remember you are wondering together as a group.

Contemplative, creative response: Offer creative, natural materials (e.g. leaves, water, blank
paper, coloured pens, paint, clay etc.) so that they can respond in whatever way they choose.
Have a range of books about the natural world for children to look at. You can also have some
websites they can look at if you have a technology available.

Prayer time: Giving thanks for the gift of creation….. e.g. Thank you God for my favourite part of
creation

Additional Option: Ask children to lie down in a comfortable position and listen to a song about
Creation. Heaven’s Voice Brings the Dawn (Doxecology). 
Offer creative, natural materials (e.g. leaves, water, blank paper, coloured pens, paint, clay etc.)
so that they can respond in whatever way they choose.

THE GIFT OF CREATION AND OUR RESPONSIBILITY
TO TAKE CARE OF IT

SESS ION  3 :  ADD IT IONAL  NOTES  &  I D EAS
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QBUF51c1T04
https://resoundworship.org/song/heavens_voice_brings_the_dawn


Heaven’s voice brings the dawn,
out of chaos is born
new creation
exploding with wonder;
planets spin into space,
earth and sky find their place,
all of nature
awakes to its maker.

You say everything you’ve made is good:
the sun, the moon,
the stars that shine above.
You say everything you’ve made is good:
the land, the seas
and all that lives and breathes.

CCL# 7157373
© Joel Payne, Matt Weeks / Resound Worship, Administered by Jubilate Hymns Ltd - copyrightmanager@jubilatehymns.co.uk

RESEARCH
Choose research options depending on how children have responded or what they show an
interest in:

What have they learnt about caring for their trees?
Find and read some Creation stories from different Bible version. E.g. Jesus Storybook,
Children of God Storybook, NSRV Bible. What is the main idea in the stories?
How are you going with setting up your family goals to reduce your footprint? What are the
challenges? What feels good to do? What differences are quick to notice? What are the
early wins? Celebrate these.
Hear/watch/read stories about what other people are doing to encourage you: e.g. Kariori
Project in Raglan, New Zealand or Eco Church NZ stories.

EXPERIENCE
From the above experience of connection, awareness and research, children experience some
of the following:

Children realise that Creation is a precious gift and they are also a part of Creation.
Children realise Creation is a gift that we should care for.
Children discover how their lifestyle can change to help care for the earth in better ways.
Children hear stories from others for encouragement.
Families get involved in community projects to care for creation.
Children and families continue to work on their projects to reduce their global footprint.

Prayer: 
We give thanks to God that he cares for creation and helps us to also care for it.
List the ways you are able to care for Creation and thank God for them.

HOME CONNECTION
Children continue to journal their observations of their tree and how they take care of it.
Children and their family continue to pursue goals to improve footprint: e.g. reduce waste,
reduce plastic, join local conservation projects.
Children and their family watch video clips on what NZ people are doing and take tips from
them. See Better Ancestors for videos on a variety of topics.

SESS ION  3 :  ADD IT IONAL  NOTES  &  I D EAS
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We sing praise to the maker,
to our King, our creator:
praise to Almighty God.
All creation together
singing one hallelujah:
praise to Almighty God.

We are formed from the dust,
with your image in us,
given life by the breath
you are breathing;
called to work and to care,
called to nurture and share;
called to serve you
and walk where you’re leading.

mailto:copyrightmanager@jubilatehymns.co.uk
https://www.karioiproject.co.nz/news-1
https://www.karioiproject.co.nz/news-1
https://www.ecochurch.org.nz/stories
https://www.facebook.com/BetterAncestorsNZ/


GRATITUDE AND JOY – GIVING THANKS TO GOD
AND TELLING OUR CREATION CARE /

CONNECTION STORIES

SESS ION  4

Bu i l d  g roup  connect i on .  
Sha re  how you  a re  do i ng  w i th  ca r i ng  fo r  your  t ree .
Share  how you  a re  ca r i ng  fo r  c reat i on .

Where  d i d  we  see  God  at  work  i n  nature ,  i n  ou r  t rees  g row ing ,  i n  ou r
own  l i v e s?
Grat i tude  C i r c l e  act i v i ty .

Watch  v i deo  s to r i e s  o f  i n sp i r a t i ona l  c reat i on  ca re  p rojects  i n  NZ
and  the  wor l d .

P ract i ce  any  cont r i but i on  to  the  i n te rgenerat i ona l  s e rv i ce  such  a s
songs .
P repare  anyth i ng  you  want  to  d i sp l ay  e . g .  a r twork ,  v i deos
Dec i de  how to  do  the  t ree  p l ant i ng  and  where .
G rat i tude  p rayer s

Parents  support  ch i l d r en  i n  the  i n te rgenerat i ona l   s e rv i ce  a s  the
commun i ty  g i v e s  thanks  and  l ea rns  together  about  C reat i on  Ca re .
A s  much  a s  pos s i b l e  make  su re  to  i nc l ude  a l l  ages .

CONNECTION

AWARENESS

RESEARCH

EXPERIENCE

HOME
CONNECTION
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PREPARATIONS FOR SESSION 4

A l l  s e s s i ons  w i l l  r equ i r e :
I n te rnet  access  to  access  v i deos  and  webs i t e s  fo r  l e a rn i ng  and  r e sea rch .
A  l a rge r  sc reen  may  be  he l p fu l  t o  watch  the  v i deos  together .
Good  speake r s  to  l i s t en  to  mus i c  o r  hea r  aud i o  c l ea r l y .
B i b l e s  to  r ead  B i b l e  pas sages .
C reat i ve  a r t  mater i a l s  e . g .  marke r s ,  f e l t  pens ,  pa i n t ,  c l ay ,  natura l  mater i a l s ,
e tc .

Add i t i ona l  p reparat i ons  fo r  th i s  un i t :
Ch i l d r en ' s  journa l s :  To  r eport  and  r ecord  the i r  f i nd i ngs ;  t o  d raw the i r
g rat i tude  c i r c l e s
Wh i teboard  /  b i g  p i ece  of  paper  w i th  marke r s
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CONNECTION
Group Connection: Welcome children by name. 
Share news from their caring for a tree project. What have been the good things, what have
been the challenging things. Treat all news as feedback that we can learn from. 
Share news about their ecological footprint and what they think about their score or their
family score? Treat all news as feedback that we can learn from.

AWARENESS
Share stories of Creation Care from your family and lead the children to verbalise things they
are grateful for. All contributions are valuable.

GRATITUDE AND JOY – GIVING THANKS TO GOD
AND TELLING OUR CREATION CARE / CONNECTION
STORIES

SESS ION  4 :  ADD IT IONAL  NOTES  &  I D EAS

Option: 
You can write them up on a whiteboard or
big piece of paper as shown on the right.

Prayer time: 
Spend time in silence and prayer giving
thanks. Encourage children to speak words
of gratitude to God.

Gratitude circle activity: 
This could be done before or after the
prayer time – use the circle diagram to draw
in the middle circle spaces what you are
grateful for; and write things in the outer
circle that you are grateful for. This can be
done in your journals or as a separate
activity on card paper. These gratitude
circles can be displayed at your community
celebration.
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SESS ION  4 :  ADD IT IONAL  NOTES  &  I D EAS

RESEARCH
Check out videos and stories of how projects in New Zealand that are helping care for
Creation. You choose which you want to select, depending on the interests of the children

Story of ōi protection in Raglan, New Zealand. 
Stories from Trees That Count NZ.
Success stories from Predator Free New Zealand.
Video on "How whales change the climate"
Forest and Bird Kiwi Conservation Club for children for further activities and information
about NZ environment.

EXPERIENCE
Facilitate a time of creative expression of their experiences through stories about Creation
projects, through gratitude circle prayers, through making video stories, through artwork.
(You can add other things you might like the children to help prepare for the celebration
service on the following week.)

From the above experience of connection, awareness and research, children experience some
or all of the following:

Children realise that they are part of a wide network of people across NZ and the world
trying to better care for Creation
Children identify and verbalise things about Creation to be grateful for.
Children can pray for other projects around the world
Children write their stories or make videos of their experiences to share with the church
community.

Prayer: 
We give thanks to God that he cares for creation and helps us to also care for it.
List the ways you are able to care for Creation.

HOME CONNECTION
Children continue to journal their observations of their tree and how they take care of it.
Children and their family continue to pursue goals to improve footprint: e.g. reduce waste,
reduce plastic, join local conservation projects.
Children and their family watch video clips on what NZ people are doing and take tips from
them. See Better Ancestors for videos on a variety of topics.
Families make story videos of their experiences to share with the community.
Families help to prepare for celebration service and community planting.
Forest and Bird Kiwi Conservation Club for children for further activities and information about
NZ environment.
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INTER-GENERATIONAL CHURCH COMMUNITY
CELEBRATION

SESS ION  5

Set  up  a  d i sp l ay  a rea  us i ng  the  va r i ous  e l ements  f rom the  C reat i on
Care  se s s i ons .
A s  peop l e  a r r i v e  they  can  wa l k  th rough  the  c reat i on  ca re  d i sp l ays
and  connect  w i th  what  the  ch i l d r en  have  been  l ea rn i ng  and  do i ng .
I n t roduce  the  ch i l d r en  and  the  theme  that  they ' ve  been  work i ng
on .

"Th i ngs  we  not i ce  i n  Nature "  r e f l ect i on  and  act i v i ty

D i gg i ng  deeper  u s i ng  i deas  f rom the  Research  mater i a l  t hat  the
ch i l d ren  have  exp l o red :

the  God l y  P l ay  C reat i on  Sto ry
Psa lm  104  read ing
Doxeco l ogy  songs
v i deo  r e sources

Ch i l d ren  and  fam i l i e s  sha r i ng  the i r  e xper i ences  o f :
nu rtur i ng  the i r  t r ees
ca l cu l a t i ng  the i r  ca rbon  footpr i n t
exp l o r i ng  ways  to  r educe  the i r  g l oba l  f ootpr i n t

P rayer  and  thanksg i v i ng .

Ce remony  of  t ree  p l ant i ng  and  b l e s s i ng  of  t rees .
F east i ng  -  Shar i ng  food  together  i n  commun i ty  l unch  o r  s im i l a r .

CONNECTION

AWARENESS

RESEARCH

EXPERIENCE

COMMUNITY
CONNECTION
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PREPARATIONS FOR SESSION 5

Preparat i ons  fo r  your  commun i ty  ce l eb rat i on  w i l l  d epend  on  what  you  choose  to
i nc l ude .  You  may  need :

A  d i sp l ay  a rea  showcas i ng  va r i ous  e l ements  f rom the  past  s e s s i ons .
C reat i ve  e l ements  f rom past  s e s s i ons  such  a s  nature  poste r s ,  g rat i tude
c i r c l e s ,  and  t rees  fo r  p l ant i ng .
Re sources  f rom past  s e s s i ons  fo r  sha r i ng  such  a s  the  God l y  P l ay  C reat i on
Story ,  s ongs  and  r ead ings .
Ch i l d r en  and/or  pa rents  to  sha re  s to r i e s .
Wh i teboard ,  marke r s  and  post- i t  notes .
P l ann ing  fo r  a  t ree  p l ant i ng  ce remony .
P l ann ing  fo r  a  commun i ty  feast .
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You can choose what you include in your celebration. The following are suggestions to help
you structure a service for your community celebration.

CONNECTION
Prepare a display area showcasing various elements from the Creation Care sessions such
as the nature posters, gratitude circles, trees that have been nurtured - ready for planting.
Welcome - As people arrive they can walk through the creation care displays and connect
with what the children have been learning and doing.
Introduction and Connection - Begin the service with a well known praise song.
Bring children from the “Creation Connection” group forward and introduce them to the
community. Give children the option of staying with parents and standing up where they
are if they prefer – whatever works best for your context.
If possible have one of these children share what they have been doing in the Creation
Connection resource to introduce the topic. A parent might like to talk about their family
experiences.

AWARENESS
Children have been encouraged to notice things in nature. So we are encouraging the rest of
the church to do the same. 

Set up a whiteboard with a top heading of: “Things we notice in Nature” and with headings of
see, hear, smell, taste, touch, feel and give people post-it notes to note down their thoughts
and to stick up under the headings.

When you think of the natural world outside, think about a time you were in nature, e.g. going for a
walk in a reserve or on a beach, camping, perhaps surfing in the ocean, going on a bike ride…..
Choose a time you enjoyed being out in nature.

In silence, we are going to think about these times and try to remember what we experienced: I will
give you a few minutes to do some sensory thinking. It will seem a long time, but we will give it 1
minute each time to think in silence. You can note down your thoughts on post-it notes. There will be
time at the end to stick up your post-it notes if you wish on the whiteboard.

Think of 5 things you saw: pause in silence
Think of 5 things you heard: pause in silence
Think of 5 things you could smell: pause in silence
Think of 5 things you could taste: pause in silence
Think of 5 things you could touch: pause in silence
Think of 5 things that made you feel closer to God: pause in silence

INTER-GENERATIONAL CHURCH COMMUNITY
CELEBRATION

SESS ION  5 :  ADD IT IONAL  NOTES  &  I D EAS
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SESS ION  5 :  ADD IT IONAL  NOTES  &  I D EAS

RESEARCH
Choose one or a few of the following:

Story of the Gift of Creation – use the Creation Story from Session 3 to tell this story.
Suggestion is to enlarge the pictures as posters that children can hold up or put them on
powerpoint. Children can read the story, or have someone be the storyteller for the whole
story.
Psalm 104 reading – choose a family or several families to read various verses you choose.
Sing or listen: Doxecology – Heaven’s Voice brings the dawn or If the Fields are Parched
Think about Creation challenges: Show David Attenborough's video – How To Save The
Planet – and spend time in silence thinking and praying about our part in the degradation
of this earth.
Share stories or videos from projects / initiatives around New Zealand from the research
done under Session 4.

EXPERIENCE
Children could share their experiences from their tree growing exercise.
Children and families could share their experiences to care for our planet and decrease their
global footprint, e.g. with decreasing their waste.

GRATITUDE AND RENEWED HOPE
Bible Reading: Matthew 6:25-34: 
Prayer and thanksgiving – Ask children to share their Creation Gratitude prayers

PRAYER
We give thanks to God that he cares for creation and helps us to also care for it.
Example prayer adapted from Richard Rohr (or use your own):

O Wonderful Creator, thank you for living and loving in us and through us. 
May all that we do flow from our deep connection with you and all beings. 
Help us become a community that vulnerably shares each other’s burdens. 
Listen to our heart’s longings for the healing of our world. (…list your intentions for the healing of
Creation..)
Knowing that you are hearing us better than we are speaking, we offer these prayers in all the holy
names of God, Amen.

COMMUNITY CONNECTION
Ceremony of tree planting and blessing of trees: If appropriate, the trees that have been
nurtured by the children could be planted in the church grounds or in some community
grounds. This could be done as a spiritual exercise with prayers said, thanking God for
plants and trees and how they sustain us.
Feasting - Sharing food together in community lunch or similar.
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The silence of the Creator is thunderous,
Drowning out everything else,

And hiding in endless creativity.
- Thomas Keating, “Out of a Stone”
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degree at the same time. I consequently did further post graduate study at Carey, with a focus on
Children’s Spirituality and Spiritual Formation.

I co-lead Godly Play New Zealand which is a method of Christian Education where children are
encouraged to discover God for themselves. I enjoy learning new things and read widely. For the
last 10-15 years I have been involved in study, research and practice to evolve new processes of
Spiritual Formation for children in our 21st century culture. I enjoy creating and writing projects that
engage children both in God’s World and God’s Works.


